1 [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Geological Society of Glasgow – Event Planning and Risk Assessment Form
Please refer to the GSG Field Safety Guide 
	Event title: 

	
Kelvin Valley from Dawsholm to Kelvinbridge

	Date(s):
                     Wednesday 9th April

	Start time:
       13:00
	Finish time:
   16:00

	Guest Leader 1:
contact details (mobile & email):

	 

	Leader 1 emergency contact number
	

	Guest Leader 2:
contact details (mobile & email):

	

	Leader 2 emergency contact number
	

	GSG Leader 1: (this person holds the 1st aid kit)
Leader contact details (mobile & email):

	
Iain Allison
07812447808
rox@postmaster.co.uk

	GSG Leader 1 emergency contact number
	07780602139 Susie (daughter)

	GSG Leader 2:
Leader contact details (mobile & email):


	Katie Strang
07773452233
Katie.strang@glasgow.ac.uk

	GSG Leader 2 emergency contact number
	Lyndsey Strang 07899 802459

	Who will take over if the leader is unavailable on the day?

	
If one is unavailable, the other will take over

	Event description: 




	
A leisurely walk along the Kelvin Walkway, from Dawsholm Park to Kelvin Bridge, to look at Carboniferous rocks of the Limestone Coal formation and the Upper Limestone formation.

	Meeting point including postcode: 
(NGR if appropriate)




	Dawsholm Bridge   ?G20 0UH    NS 5590 6977
https://maps.app.goo.gl/eJsmHLcP9gpm5Ppd9

Parking Can be found at Dawsholm Park https://maps.app.goo.gl/XERkFRCyELkDGTyz7 

	Length of walk: (miles & estimated time)


	
About 5 km in 3 hours

	Difficulty of walk:
    Easy          Moderate         Difficult
	Give details of any challenging, steep, or dangerous terrain:
Easy - Most of the Kelvin Walkway is comprised of smooth surfaced paths, but some un-paved stretches can become muddy and slippery in rainy conditions. The walk is relatively flat but there are some moderate inclines. The section at the beginning, opposite Dawsholm Bridge, requires walking off path for a short distance (~70m) next to the river. The area adjacent to the outcrop here is steep in parts and uneven terrain. 

	Event route (where applicable):




	
From Dawsholm Bridge, follow the Kelvin Walkway to Kelvinbridge (Great Western Road)

	Where are toilets accessible?


	
At Botanic Gardens after about 3 km

	Do participants need to bring a pack lunch?
	
No

	Is car parking available? (give details)


	
Yes

	Is any of the excursion on land designated:


	                SSSI                                         GCR                                       LGS
Site of Special Scientific Interest        Geological Conservation Review site       Local Geodiversity Site
              □                                    □                                  □
First kilometre is within Local Nature Reserve


	Is hammering planned/allowed on this trip? (give details)

	(See Fossil Code for guidelines)

No

	Closest A&E Department and contact details:

	Queen Elizabeth University Hospital
0141 201 1100

	Are hard hats recommended by the GSG leader after reviewing the risk assessment? 

	
No

	Risk assessment approved by:
(GSG Representative)          



Date:
	
Katie Strang
 
Iain Allison

07/04/25





Specific Risks
Are any of the following hazards present at the event? If “Yes”, describe the hazard and mitigation measures in the box below. For the risk level column, the first row should give the unmitigated risk level. The second row should give the risk level once risk mitigation procedures are in place.
Suggested guidance is provided for some common hazards. Please delete these if not relevant.
	
Hazard type
	Risk Level
None/Low/Med/High

	Weather: Variable, unpredictable weather, i.e. too hot, cold, wet or windy, resulting in hypothermia, sunstroke or dehydration. Only tick no if indoors.
	Low

	Winter conditions - wear layers of warm clothing and good quality waterproofs.
Summer conditions - wear light clothing, waterproofs, sunhat, sunglasses and sun block.  Provide extra water if necessary.
Weather can be variable, wear layers of warm and waterproof clothing. Bring sun protection.  Strong shoes or trainers – boots not essential, but recommended in wet conditions. 

	Low

	Hammering and Sampling: 
	None

	Hammering, or improvised breaking of rocks, can produce flying debris that can cause injury, particularly to eyes. Event leaders should make participants aware of risks and provide eye protection where appropriate.
No hammering; no collecting

	

	Are there coastal areas where there may be hazardous tides, waves or currents?
	None

	Be aware of areas where tides may cut off access. Consult tide tables and plan visits to coastal sections at low tide or on a falling tide if possible.
No

	

	Will the event access any uneven terrain (e.g. rocky, boggy, saltmarsh, mountainous)?
	Med

	Uneven terrain or slippery rocks increases the risk of injuries caused by trips and falls.
Wear suitable stout footwear with good grip to protect feet and ankles.  [recommend stout walking boots]

Most of the Kelvin Walkway is paved, however some sections are muddy and can become slippery when wet. The sections around Dawsholm Bridge require walking off path for short distances, some sections can be steep and uneven underfoot. Wear appropriate footwear. 


	Low

	Will the event access the flanks or tops of steep slopes or high cliffs?
	None

	Injuries may occur via falling or slipping down slopes or cliffs. Take extra care near exposed edges of cliffs and rock scarps. Stay at least 2 metres back from cliff edges. Never throw anything from the top of a cliff.
No


	

	
Hazard type
	Risk Level
None/Low/Med/High

	Will the event access the base of steep slopes or cliffs?
	Low

	Injury may occur from debris or rocks falling from height. Visually inspect cliff and quarry faces for signs of instability. Wear hard hat when close to base of cliffs, quarry faces or road cuttings.
Take care not to dislodge rocks when moving above other people on cliff tops, quarries or steep slopes.

Yes, one steep vegetated cliff near start of excursion; now regarded as natural cliff.

	Low

	Will the event access caves or quarries? (Active or abandoned)
	None

	See previous.

No

	

	Will the event access hazardous road or rail sections?
	[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]None

	
No

	

	Are there potentially fast flowing streams or rivers that you may need to cross?
	Low

	
We will be walking along the River Kelvin on footpaths thus the risk of anyone falling into water is very low. There are a few access points along the river thus families are asked keep an eye young people and prevent them going too close to the waters edge, especially if water levels are high. 

	Low

	Are there potential problems with mud flats and/or quicksand?
	None

	
No

	

	Are there any waterborne activities planned (e.g., snorkelling, use of boats etc)?
	None

	If yes, provide an additional list of risks specific to this activity and the measures taken to reduce these risks.  
No

	

	Are there any activities planned using heavy-duty equipment?
	None

	
No

	




	
Hazard type
	Risk Level
None/Low/Med/High

	Are there potential chemical (e.g., use of dilute HCl) or biological hazards (e.g., contaminated land/water)?
	None

	
No


	

	Do you anticipate any plant, insect, animal or disease hazards? (including Lyme disease)
	Med

	Incidence of Lyme disease from tick bites in Scotland is 37 per 100,000 (over 2,000 people per year). Wearing gaiters and stout boots can reduce the risk of infection. Ask participants to check for ticks and explain how to spot potential infection and that they should seek treatment from their GP at an early stage. 
Recommend use of insect repellent where risk of insect bites (including midge or horseflies) is high. 
Giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) sap can cause life changing burns and blisters for those that come into contact with it. Participants should be instructed to avoid touching it.  

Yes – ticks may be present in long grass around Dawsholm Park, and along the side of the Kelvin Walkway. Wear long trousers, socks and appropriate footwear. 


	Low

	Will participants cross land with livestock?
	None

	Stay well clear of calves and avoid getting between cows and their calves.

No

	

	Are there any other hazards, not mentioned above?
	None

	


No


	

	Will the event involve direct supervision of, or unsupervised contact with children or vulnerable groups?
	None

	If “yes”, this event will need to be planned and assessed separately and may require GSG to register with the Protecting Vulnerable Groups Scheme. 

No
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