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Please refer to theGSGField Safety Guide
	Event title: 

	Portencross

	Date(s):2 May 2025

	Start time:
2 May 2025 10:00
	Finish time:
2 May 2025 5pm

	Guest Leader 1:
contact details (mobile& email):

	Austen Brown
07831 324981
Ashrona44@aol.com

	Leader 1 emergency contact number
	07970 518512

	Guest Leader 2:
contact details (mobile & email):
	

	Leader 2 emergency contact number
	

	GSG Leader 1: (this person holds the 1st aid kit)
Leader contact details (mobile & email):

	David Webster
Davidjwebster2003@yahoo.co.uk
07831747250

	GSG Leader 1 emergency contact number
	07468 455044

	GSG Leader 2:
Leader contact details (mobile & email):

	Lindsay Smith
lindsaysmith@gsocg.org
07394 613965

	GSG Leader 2 emergency contact number
	07782143049

	Who will take over if the leader is unavailable on the day?

	GSGLeader 1: David Webster

	Event description: 



	A walk along the Clyde coast from Bell Stane to Hunterstonvia Portencross.
The trip will be in three sections: a walk from the meeting point at Yonderfield Farm to the east end of Ardneil Bay and back, move vehicles to Portencross, then out-and-back walks to the south and north of Portencross from the main car park at Portencross.

	Meeting point including postcode: 
(NGR if appropriate)


	Yonderfield Farm
NS 1936 4852

	Length of walk: (miles & estimated time)


	4 km (plus 4 km return)

	Difficulty of walk:
Easy/Moderate/ Difficult
	Give details of any challenging, steep, or dangerous terrain:
Easy coastal walking. Tracks,grass, beaches. 
Mostly Level 2, but 3 if the optional hill walk is included. The section from Portencross carpark past the castle is Level 1. Generally, the coastal walking here is straightforward and is suitable for those with limited mobility and a return to vehicles can be made at any point.
Distances:
Section 1: Out and back to Ardneil bay from Yonderfield – 2 km
Section 2: Out and back to Farland Point from Portencross car park – 1 km
Section 3: out and back from Portencross car park to Hunterston gate – 3.5 km
Total Walk 6.5 km. (excluding optional hill walk)

	Event route (where applicable):




	Walk down to the east end of Ardneil Bay to examine the Upper ORS, an igneous dyke, and other interesting features. Return to vehicles.
Move vehicles to Portencross carpark and walk out and back over Farland Point to the NW end of Ardneil Bay
Examine lowest Upper ORS, a large dyke and the ‘inlier’ at Sandy’s Creek. Discussion of the Largs – Portencross Fault.
Return to carpark (Or short stop to West Kilbride) and have lunch (bring packed lunch).
Walk along shoreline to Portencross Castle (possible visit inside). Various fault lines and the Lower ORS succession.
Follow coastal path to the pier. Various sandstone bodies and a dolerite dyke.
Continue to follow coastal path north as far as gates to Hunterston to examine faults, igneous intrusions and the Upper ORS conglomerates.
Optional walk up Goldenberry hill for spectacular views, Hunterston Power Station, Wirral subsea Interlink and some more local geology (reasonable fitness and agility required). 
Links to SSSI status of Portencross Woods that will be traversed if this walk if undertaken: https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/site-special-scientific-interest/10262/sssi-citation.pdf; https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/site-special-scientific-interest/10262/operations-requiring-consent.pdf; https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/site-special-scientific-interest/10262/sssi-map.pdf

	Where are toilets accessible?


	At Yonderfield Farm or
Glen Road, West Kilbride

	Do participants need to bring a pack lunch?
	Yes, a pack lunch and enough water to last the day. 

	Is car parking available? (give details)


	Yes – at the start. Cars can be moved to the main Portencross carpark after the first localities – passengers can opt to walk along the beach

	Is any of the excursion on land designated:


	                SSSI                                         GCR                                       LGS
Site of Special Scientific Interest        Geological Conservation Review site       Local Geodiversity Site
□                                  □
Adjoining woods and cliffsare SSSI

	Is hammering planned/allowed on this trip? (give details)


	(See Fossil Code for guidelines)
Yes, only where permission is granted by the trip leaders and eye protection should be worn.

	Closest A&E Department and contact details (telephone number):


	University HospitalCrosshouse,
Kilmarnock (01563 521133)18miles

	Are hard hats recommended by the GSG leader after reviewing the risk assessment?

	no

	Risk assessment approved by:
(GSG Representative)          


Date:
	





Specific Risks
Are any of the following hazards present at the event? If “Yes”, describe the hazard and mitigation measures in the box below. For the risk level column, the first row should give the unmitigated risk level. The second row should give the risk level once risk mitigation procedures are in place.
Suggested guidance is provided for some common hazards. Please delete these if not relevant.
	
Hazard type
	Risk Level
None/Low/Med/High

	Weather: Variable, unpredictable weather, i.e. too hot, cold, wet or windy, resulting in hypothermia, sunstroke or dehydration. Only tick no if indoors.
	low

	
In Scotland during May weather is variable. Please watch the weather reports and dress appropriately with layers and waterproof clothing. The cool breeze from the sea makes sunburn possible on a sunny day thus sunblock and a hat/sunglasses are recommended. 
Bring a backpack to carry extra clothing and a bottle of water. Leader will check in with participants if the weather is hot or very wet to make sure everyone is well. 
Sturdy walking boots arerecommendfor all participants
	low

	Hammering and Sampling: 
	None 

	No hammering by participants is permitted on this trip. 


	

	Are there coastal areas where there may be hazardous tides, waves or currents?
	med

	
Low tide is at 10am. The trip with move away from the coast inland as the tide comes in. (High Tide is 4pm
No-one will be entering the water. Participants will be asked to remain close to the group leaders at all times to avoid ant risk of being cut off by the tide.

	low

	Will the event access any uneven terrain (e.g.rocky, boggy, saltmarsh, mountainous)?
	med

	Uneven terrain or slippery rocks increases the risk of injuries caused by trips and falls.

There is some uneven terrain especially when moving on or off the beach. Participants are requested to wear suitable stout footwear with good grip to protect feet and ankles. Walking poles/stick are recommended for less agile participants and would help to prevent falls 

	low

	Will the event access the flanks or tops of steep slopes or high cliffs?
	med

	Injuries may occur via falling or slipping down slopes or cliffs. Take extra care near exposed edges of cliffs and rock scarps. Stay at least 2 metres back from cliff edges. Never throw anything from the top of a cliff.

If participants choose to do the hill part of the trip there is a cliff, but participants will be guided well away from the edge, thus reducing any risk of accidents. 


	low

	
Hazard type
	Risk Level
None/Low/Med/High

	Will the event access the base of steep slopes or cliffs?
	None

	No



	

	Will the event access caves or quarries? (Active or abandoned)
	None

	
No

.
	

	Will the event access hazardous road or rail sections?
	[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]None

	
No


	

	Are there potentially fast flowing streams or rivers that you may need to cross?
	None

	
No


	

	Are there potential problems with mud flats and/or quicksand?
	None

	
No


	

	Are there any waterborne activities planned (e.g., snorkelling, use of boats etc)?
	None

	
No


	

	Are there any activities planned using heavy-duty equipment?
	None

	No


	

	
Hazard type
	Risk Level
None/Low/Med/High

	Are there potential chemical (e.g., use of dilute HCl) or biological hazards (e.g., contaminated land/water)?
	None

	No


	

	Do you anticipate any plant, insect, animal or disease hazards? (including Lyme disease)
	Med

	Incidence of Lyme disease from tick bites in Scotland is 37 per 100,000 (over 2,000 people per year). Wearing gaiters and stout boots can reduce the risk of infection. Ask participants to check for ticks and explain how to spot potential infection and that they should seek treatment from their GP at an early stage. 
Recommend use of insect repellent where risk of insect bites (including midge or horseflies) is high.
Giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) sap can cause life changing burns and blisters for those that come into contact with it. Participants areinstructed to avoid touching it. 
Check for ticks after event and if you spot a red ring appearing around a possible bite, seek medical assistance.




	Low

	Will participants cross land with livestock?
	Med

	
There may be cattle along some of the pathways near farms. Participants are instructed to stay well clear of calves and avoid getting between cows and their calves. If anyone is bringing a dog it must be kept on a lead when near livestock.  



	low

	Are there any other hazards, not mentioned above?
	   Med

	This is an area used by cyclists and also dog owners.  Members should be aware of them approaching the group especially on narrow paths and give space to allow them to pass safely where possible.



	  Low

	Will the event involve direct supervision of, or unsupervised contact with children or vulnerable groups?
	None 

	If “yes”, this event will need to be planned and assessed separately and may require GSG to register with the Protecting Vulnerable Groups Scheme. 
NO
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