
 

COURSE 

 

 

Personal Possessions of the Mughal Emperors and the Decorative Arts 

in Mughal India in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries 
 

** The remaining three lectures of this course will be delivered on-line      
via Zoom and are now open to all London Art History Society members. 
 

Date/Time Thursdays, September 10/17/24 2020 

11am-1pm 
Price £54  *No payment is 

required from those who had 

previously booked on to this 

course 

Venue On-line course via Zoom Lecturer Ursula Weekes 

 

The Imperial Mughal court produced a wide range of valuable artefacts for use in their daily life. 

As a culture which emerged from Timurid traditions of itinerant court life, they placed enormous 

value on the kinds of objects that were portable. This course offers a detailed examination of 

these elite objects made at the Mughal court with examples chosen, where possible, from 

objects on view in London collections. We shall examine the materials, techniques and aesthetic 

qualities of these deluxe objects and consider their functions, purposes and audiences in the 

context of Mughal Indian court culture. 

Lectures 1 and 2 were delivered at Bloomsbury Baptist church in March prior to ‘lock-

down’. 

3. Dress and Textiles. The object this week is the embroidered Mughal hunting coat c.1620 in 

the V&A. We shall consider other textiles and use manuscript illustrations to consider the  

significance of dress and cloth at the imperial Mughal court and as a commodity within the 

Empire. 

4. Jewellery and Weapons. As well as the jewelled dagger of Shah Jahan in the Wallace 

Collection, the sword of Dara Shikoh in the British Museum, and the large ruby spinels in the 

V&A, we shall consider the significance of gemstones as dynastic gifts and their representation 

in Mughal paintings and think about the place of personal arms in Mughal court culture.  

5. Manuscripts. The Mughal Emperors valued the book arts and this week we shall consider 

some of the most significant manuscripts made for the royal family which are on display in 

London collections, including the Hamzanama and Akbarnama made for the Emperor Akbar and 

the Dara Shikoh Album made as a marriage gift for his wife in 1633. 

 

 

Lecturer 
Dr Ursula Weekes is a visiting lecturer at The Courtauld where she lectures on Mughal 

painting. She studied history at Cambridge and took her PhD at The Courtauld. She has taught 

at the Jawaharlal Nehru University and the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts in Delhi 

and has worked as Supervisor of the Print Room at the Ashmolean. Her PhD was published as 

Early Engravers and their Public (Harvey Miller 2004) and currently she is writing a book on 

Mughal Court Painting. 


