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As the primary residence of the papacy throughout the fourteenth century, the papal court in 
Avignon attracted merchants and bankers from all over Italy, to manage its finances and supply 
all manner of goods, from grain to goldsmiths’ work.  Until the end of the Avignonese papacy in 
the early fifteenth century, the Lucchese were second only to the Florentines as the most 
important foreign community in Avignon.  The Spiafame first came to Avignon in the 1320’s, 
and by 1400 they had virtually abandoned their native city, marrying into the local aristocracy, 
and by 1500 were totally assimilated into Provencal society.  In 1423 Carlo Spiafame witnessed 
the consecration of his new chapel, prestigiously cited in the cathedral of Notre-Dame-des-
Doms.  Inspired by examples of papal patronage in the Palais des Papes and the Charterhouse 
of Villeneuve-lez-Avignon, it is the only Lucchese foundation of the period to survive north of 
the Alps. This lecture takes a close look at its historic origins and artistic antecedents, and its 
legacy, and how Carlo used local artists to display his family's wealth, and promote his dynastic 
ambitions.    
  

 
Lecturer 
Dr Geoffrey Nuttall is an independent art historian specialising in the Tuscan city of Lucca and 
the diaspora of its wealthy silk merchants across Europe from the thirteenth to the sixteenth 
century.  He did his MA at Birkbeck and his PhD at the Courtauld Institute of Art.  He has 
lectured at the V&A, the Courtauld Institute of Art and international conferences, and held 
fellowships at the Huntington Collections and Art Collection, San Marino, and the Dutch Institute 
for Art History (NIKI) in Florence. He co-edited Filippino Lippi, Beauty, Invention and 
Intelligence published in 2020, and his study on the Spiafame Chapel in Avignon is due for 
publication in The Burlington Magazine in 2025. 
 


