
Piper Alpha and other accidents I have investigated 
 

 
Over the course of my career, I have investigated a number of accidents, most notably Piper 
Alpha, for which I was a member of the Public Inquiry under Lord Cullen, and also Umm 
Said, Ocean Odyssey, Longford, P36 Roncador and several others.  In this talk, I will mention 
some key features of those other accidents and will then concentrate on Piper, in which 167 
men tragically died.  Specifically, I will look at what went wrong on Piper, why it had such 
disastrous consequences and what lessons can (still) be learned. 
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